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GREATEST AFFECTIONS

Jissa George, Fremont, USA

When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon
Peter. "Simon, son of John, do you love me more than these"?
"Yes Lord" he said. "You know that | love you". Jesus said,
"Feed my lambs" - John 21:17

He answered, "Love the Lord your God with all your heart and
with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your
mind" and "Love your neighbor as yoursel" - Luke 10:27

Sometime later God tested Abraham. He said to him "Abraham"
"Here | am" he replied. Then God said, "Take your son, your
only son, whom you love- Isaac- and go to the region of Moriah.
Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on a mountain | wil
show you. - Genesis 22: 1-2.

God desires our greatest affections. He loved us first, so we
can love others. He demonstrates his love for us through Christ,
even while we were His enemies. Loving and following Jesus
demands our greatest affections. Charles Stanley in the
devotions "Advancing through adversity" mentioned "Many
Christians get stuck in life's tough spots because they don't
understand what God is doing. They want the Lord to rescue
them from it, but oftentimes His desire is to give them the
"surpassing greatness" of His power to go through the trouble
(2 Corinthians 4:7). He said it is easy to say "l trust the Lord"
when life is good, but unless we recognize that He is also
Sovereign even in adversity our praises will soon turn to
complaints and self-pity. When we trust in Lord's faithfulness
and sufficiency, we will choose to focus on Him knowing that
temporary afflictions produce for us "an eternal weight of glory
far beyond all comparison" 2 Corinthians 4:17.

So whom or what does your affections belong? Do you
acknowledge His presence and Sovereignty in days of

difficulties? Is He the good Shepherd of your life? Do you live
out His word? Do you love Him with your whole heart, mind,
soul? Do you have love for people that surpasses your own
selfishness? Does your love for Jesus exceeds your love for
your children, your wife, your husband or your parents? Does
your love for fame and popularity dim in comparison to your
love for Jesus? How about money? How about the goods and
glitters of this world? Do your love for Jesus stand a chance?
How about power and influence? How about the desire to
change and control circumstances and people?

According to Oxford dictionary, the word "Transform" is
described as a thorough or dramatic change in the form,
appearance or character. Transform implies a major change in
form, nature or function. It is the transformation of old to new.
Paul informs us "If anyone is in Christ, he is new creation, old
things have passed away, behold all things have become new"
(2 Corinthians 5:17) God's word and His indwelling Spirit
transforms people. Jesus is involved in the venture of changing
hearts. At the cross He tells the humanity about His love for
them. His forgiveness sets them free and transforms their
human heart which is otherwise cold, covetous, apathetic,
rebellious, self-absorbed, prideful & filled with strife and quarrel.
The human heart in its unchanged form seeks to serve its
own pleasures and selfishness. And Jesus declares He has
the power to change it [Our Daily Bread] Will you allow Him to
change your heart? Will you whole heartedly ask Him to do
His work in you? Will you love Him as He longs? Will you
believe that He lived, died and rose again for your sins and
mine? Will you receive His offer for forgiveness? Will you be

His? The One who loved you with His life- Jesus.
a

Greatest Affections
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Mrs. Annamma Charles John (Co-Founder,
Director of Good News Ministries and Founder-
Editor of Christhava Vanitha) Distinguished
Writer's Award- 2020, asum of Rs. 10000/- and a
plaque were awarded to Smt. Elcy Thomas,
Meenthully, Kannur by Dr. Charles John in
recognition of her consistently excellent
contributions to Christhava Vanitha

Annamma C. John Writer's Award
(Runner Up-2020) a sum of Rs.
5000/- and a plagque were awarded
to Smt. Maheswari Purandaran,
Oliparampil, Kodungalloor,
Kerala by Dr. Charles John (Co-
Founder, Director of Good News
Ministries in recongnition of her
quality contributions to Christhava
Vanitha.
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