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A High School Valedictorian’s
Graduation Address
Rohan E. John, Hayward, USA

Good evening, my name is Rohan
John, and it's my absolute honor to be
able to speak to you today, as one of
your valedictorians.

Graduating always seemed so far
away when it was someone else up here
on the stage, but now that we're here,
it's not so far away, is it?

I remember walking into class
freshman year for the first time and seeing
so many new students. I remember the
biggest question in my mind was, "How
am I gonna be able to make friends with
all these people?"

But this question quickly faded
from my mind. High school began quickly,
from getting used to being in high school
and slowly beginning to find who we are
throughout freshman year, to sophomore
year as our relationships with each other
began to change, as any family endures
growing pains when siblings become new
people and grow in maturity. Every year
was filled with incredible experiences that
have all become memories that are a part
of who I am as a person; memories that
have become part of the living ethos of
our class. And before I knew it, time was
flying, because that's the way time works:

6Y6)(SHAVD A QU@
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it keeps moving at a steady pace until
you realize one day that it's all happened
much faster than you ever thought it
would.

Time flew despite the uncertainty
of where our lives would be going after
the beginning of lockdown just a couple
months from the end of our junior year,
and it kept hurdling forward when we
sadly had to grow accustomed to loss and
division in our country while settling into
a new routine of trying to work with the
unexpected and uncertain throughout our
senior year.

Right now, I dare you to look back
at who you were before, no matter where
you were. I know that you were a very
different person then, and these last four
years have shaped you spiritually and
emotionally.

There's a reason we celebrate
graduating from high school, and it's
because it's not easy. There are always
hurdles in high school, the Class of 2021
is no stranger to that concept; but we
celebrate because we got here and we've
come out stronger because of it.

My biggest question freshman year
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might have been, "How am I gonna make
friends with everyone?" but in hindsight,
I don't know what I was worrying about.
Today, I look out and I see the family I've
found over the years. I look at the family
that I have to leave soon as we all embark
onto the next step of our journey, and
now my question is: who am I going to
be without everyone here? Who will you
become once you leave what you know?

I want to continue with the words
of Psalm 8, as written in the hymn "The
Majesty and Glory of Your Name" by Mrs.
Linda Lee Johnson: "When I gaze into the
night sky, and see the work of Your
fingers. The moon and stars suspended
in space. But what is man that You are
mindful of him?"

I think back to a few words
Jonathan said, that he would look out
upon a day and see all possibilities of what
he could do; but in the blink of an eye, it
was all gone, and the day was fading
without him having achieved anything.

And I think we all feel that in our
lives because we often feel trapped. We
feel like this massive world around us -
this world with worsening climate change,
increasing humanitarian crises, and more
political division in our country - we feel
that this world of injustice, pain, and evil
weighs down on us, because there's so
much we want to do, but it feels like we
can't. It feels like the inevitable is that
the world will just get worse and worse

and that we are trapped.

But the reassurance we have lies
in this, the words of Ephesians 2:10:
"which God prepared beforehand that we
should walk in them."

CS Lewis wrote at the end of The
Great Divorce that, we as humans are
bound by Time, not as a limitation, but
because it gives us choice. If we saw
eternity the way that God does, we would
simply never have Choice because we
would be puppets in the grand scheme of
things. But we aren't; we have a choice.

The path is there, and it will always
be there. He has prepared us for good
works that will further his plan, each work
created personally for each and every one
of us, but he keeps it a mystery to all of
us to make it our choice. We will always
walk the path ahead of us; if we decide
to participate in the good works God has
prepared, they're there; if we decide not
to, they aren't, and they never were. Every
step we have taken up to this point,
whether wrong or right, for pain or for
pleasure, for good or for bad, has made
us who we are; it was never going to
happen any other way, and our future will
not happen any other way than it is
destined to.

And as one of my uncles put it:
the gift of God is free, but it's not really
free; you have to give up everything for
it. You have to take that leap of faith and
decide for yourself if you're willing to give
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up everything and take up the good works
God has prepared for you. The question
before each and every one of you as we
go our separate ways into the world is:
will you follow God on this path? The
works may have been prepared
beforehand, but you still have to choose
to take part in them.

Redwood Christian High School
Class of 2021, we stand at an inflection
point in history and our lives. The world
is opening up again and the possibilities
for the future are returning. Just as we
as people need to make decisions about
what future we begin to create for the
world; just as we as a human race decide
what our future will look like in the face
of the hardships that lie ahead of us, you
as a person are going to decide what the
rest of your life looks like.

I implore you, as you go out into
a world that you will not recognize as the
one you left when you locked yourselves
into your home a year ago, remember the
promises that God has given us. He's
given us time, though we do not know
the number of minutes we have
remaining; time that we should make the
most of before we run out. He's given us
talents, whether in arts, humanities,
sciences, or any discipline, that we might
achieve his purpose and do good in the
world to make his glory known to all the
nations. He has given so much to us
because he intimately cares for each and
every one of us. He stitched us together

in our mother's womb, not just physically,
but spiritually and emotionally because we
aren't just tools he is using, but his
creation whom he intimately loves. We
are who we are because of his love for us
and because of the good works he has
for us, though in our lives in this world
we may never know them. "For we are
his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus
for good works, which God prepared
beforehand that we should walk in them."

Though the unknown is scary, I
know with every part of my being that
each and every one of us has an important
place in God's plan, whether you're going
to college, going straight into the
workforce, going to the military, or taking
another path. Every single step you take,
though you do not know where it leads,
he knows, and there is meaning to every
minute and every second of your life.

Class of 2021, I have seen the
incredible things you have done despite
the hardships of the last four years, and I
know that this is just the beginning. 4

Get wisdom, get understanding;
do not forget my words or turn
away from them.

Do not forsake wisdom, and she will
protect you;
love her, and she will watch over
you.

Proverb 4:5,6

A High School Valedictorian’s
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