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(Selected from different sources)

The Rich Young Ruler

1. We are not told his name- this “rich young ruler”

who sought the Lord that day.

We only know that he had great possessions

And that- he went away.

2. He went away, he kept his earthly treasure

But oh, at what a cost!

Afraid to take the cross and lose his riches
And God and Heaven were lost!
3. So for the tinsel bonds that held and drew him

What honour he let slip

Comrade of John and Paul and friend of Jesus-

What glorious fellowship!

4. For they who left their all to follow Jesus

Have found a deathless fame.

On his immortal scroll of saints and martyrs
God wrote each shining name.
5. We should have read his there - the rich young ruler

If he had stayed that day;

Nameless- though Jesus loved him - ever nameless

Because - he went away.
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GOD’S FORGIVENESS

Dr. Helen Abraham, Chennai

It’s amazing how readily God
forgives a truly repenting heart. He sees
through us as through a transparent piece
of glass. He knows our thoughts, plans,
attitudes and intentions. In John 8: 3-11, we
see a woman being brought to Jesus by the
scribes and Pharisees to be ‘judged’ for her
adulterous life. The intention of the scribes
was actually to judge the judge. This brings
to light how very interested people are in
judging others. The Jews condemn the
woman and say she should be stoned for
her sinful act. However, our Lord Jesus,
who being holy, and most worthy of
judging the woman, was not quick to raise
his finger at her. He turns a deaf ear to
many accusations that were being cast
against the woman. Jesus already knew
everything about her life and the thoughts
of her heart. When they persevered, Jesus
says, ‘Let those without sin among you first
throw a stone at her.” We see the contrast
of fault-finding human nature, versus the
ever- readily forgiving nature of God. In
Psalms 103:8, we read about the nature of

God - merciful, gracious, slow to anger and
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abounding in mercy. Jesus was merciful to
the woman and says that he does not
condemn her and asks her to sin no more.
Jesus” statement also made people who
accused the woman to be convicted by their
conscience, introspect their own lives and

realize their sinfulness.

As children of God, how empathetic are we
toward our fellow believers when they sin
against us? Are we quick or slow to anger?
Sometimes we pre-judge people by their
outward appearance and mannerism even
before knowing them and thoughts of
accusations float in our minds. Do we have
a heart of forgiveness or bitterness towards
others? Are we convicted by our conscience
at the realization of our sinfulness? Do we
ask the Lord for forgiveness for harboring
bitterness and judging others? Let us focus
on our spiritual growth and spend our time
in correcting ourselves and also help those
around us to grow spiritually. Let us strive
to be more like our Lord and Savior Christ
Jesus, merciful, gracious and loving to all

those around us.
a
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