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Being a woman, it is not uncommon
in our part of the world, to be expected to
behave a certain way. The idealistic world
view of awoman’s life expects her to spend
most of her time in perfecting her role as a
daughter, wife, mother, grandmother and
tending to her family and home, leaving no
stone unturned, lest someone should point
a finger to any imperfection. This leaves a
woman limiting her life to things revolving
around her family, which consumes a large
part of her time, leaving little time, energy
and space for any other activities. Many
women prefer to stay in the comfort of their
home and household responsibilities rather
than venturing out to be instrumental in
God’s work. We even believe that our
spiritual responsibility stops at home, as in
raising Godly children and that anything
outside the home is out of our scope. If this
were so, we would never have been reading
about many women of faith in the Bible.
Spiritual growth and labor through
evangelism, Bible studies and teaching or
social activities in the interest of uplifting
the poor and needy, requires time, energy
and prioritization. But, most importantly, it
requires courage. This may be perplexing
to you. What is the relation between courage
and spirituality? It is the courage to live,

Called to be courageous

Dr. Helen Abraham, Chennai

embrace and respond to our calling. Our
hearing to God’s call is many a time
dampened by the sounds of things around
us. As we respond to all the calls of our job,
family, house etc., we ignore our spiritual
responsibilities, out of anxiety or fear to
how others will respond to us if we are less
than perfect in our earthly duties.

Let us ponder on some women of the
Bible, who would not have been known to us
today, had they not responded to God’s calling
and been courageous to do what they did.

1. Esther

Esther the Orphan turned Queen, is
very familiar to us. She showed immense
courage to show up before the King
Ahasuerus, to plead her cause of saving her
people, even when she knew that it might
cost her life. Now, what if Esther had given
more importance to how her husband, the
King, might react to her showing up without
being summoned? Or what if she had
thought that this courageous act was out of
the scope of her role as queen and that she
had other responsibilities to attend to? What
if she did not want to risk giving up her
luxurious and comfortable life, even worse,
getting killed? It is her courage to respond
to Gods calling, that turned a potential
disaster into a blessing for the Jews. What
amazing things can happen, if we are
courageous to heed to God’s call!

14 @

Called to be courageous

MO (SMMAI AUMI® (BM3-daa(enig) 2022




2. Shiprah and Puah

They were Hebrew midwives and
were commanded by the Egyptian King to
kill all of the Hebrew baby boys as soon as
they were delivered. Although they were
Egyptian women, they feared the living
God. Though Israelites were the enemies of
Egyptians, they mustered the courage to go
against their own King’s evil commands to
save the Hebrew babies. This task was tough
to accomplish, knowing that it was not long
before news of their saving the babies’ lives
reached Pharoah’s ears. Even when
confronted by Pharaoh, as to why they did
not follow his orders, they faced him
courageously. All of us live in fear of being
confronted for our choices. Children follow
orders in fear of confrontation by parents,
employees do as instructed, for fear of
confrontation by their bosses and so on.
How much more fearful the confrontation
would be if it was by an evil King who
wished to kill tiny, innocent babies? If
Shiprah and Puah had not been courageous
enough for this task, they would have not
experienced God’s blessings in their life.
Because they made the right choice, God
was kind to them and blessed them by
giving them children of their own. How
many blessings we may have foregone,
failing to courageously leap at the
opportunities God gives us.

3. Abigail

Abigail was the wife of Nabal, a
foolish, selfish man who did not care for
anyone. He turned down the request of
David’s men, asking for provisions, despite
the kindness that David’s men had shown
him. This displeased and infuriated David.

Abigail was a wise and courageous
woman. She knew that her husband’s

disregarding attitude was going to cost them
heavily. Instead of ignoring the problem,
grumbling about her foolish husband to
others or wasting time in self-pity, Abigail
acted wisely and immediately. She went with
enough supplies and met David and
apologized in her husband’s stead. We as
women often choose silence as the response
to men’s wrongdoing, even when we know
that it may not be spiritually or biblically
right. Yes, we have been taught that the
husband is the head of the family and that
we need to be submissive. This is often
misunderstood and misinterpreted.
Submissiveness does not mean supporting
wrongdoing or sin. ‘Partner in life” doesn’t
necessarily mean ‘partner in crime’.

What if Abigail would have silently
supported her husband’s ill-doing and think
that she was being submissive? If she hadn’t
gathered the courage to make things right
with David, the future King, she may have
had to live a bitter life with her mean and
foolish husband. Her initiative and courage
to correct and undo her husband’s
wrongdoing and humility to ask David for
pardon led to the Lord blessing her future.
We read that the Lord struck Nabal and he
died, and later, David asks Abigail to be his
wife.

Dear sisters, we are called to be
courageous. We have a great responsibility,
which does not necessarily end at home. We
are vessels that God may use wherever he
pleases. But we should be aware of our
responsibility to others, to help spread
God’s word. When we respond to God’s
calling, not fearing those around us, God
will do great things through us. Let us aspire
and work towards being like these great

women of courage. =
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