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Remembering Mary Anchan -
A Life Poured Out for Christ and Rural India

Dr. C. V. John
Bangalore

Mary Anchan was atrue pioneer and visionary,
far ahead of her time. Obedient to God's call, she left
behind apromising medical career in Canadaand the
United Statesto serve the most neglected communities of Karnataka.
With profound compassion and determination, shefounded Rura India
Mission Hospital alifelineof hopefor villageswith littleto no accessto
healthcare

Under her leadership, countless eye campswere conducted, and
free cataract surgeriesrestored sight and dignity to the poor. Mary'swork
powerfully embodied theloveof Christinaction meeting physica suffering
with healing, and opening the door for the gospel through service. She
also agifted and prolific writer, using her wordsto inspire and mobilize
othersfor mission.

Mary Anchan leavesalegacy of faith, sacrifice, and transformative
service. Sheexemplified what it meansto livethegospel fully tolovethe
forgotten, uplift the vulnerable, and serve without counting the cost. She
remainsan ideal mission womanto emulatealifewholly surrendered to
God for the sake of others.
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A Tribute to my Aunt - Mary Anchan

Lisa Roxon, Canada
(Daughter of George John)

Mary Anchan, my father’ ssister, Amminiammachi
as| called her, wasaremarkable woman whoselifewas
atestament tofaith, resilience, and grace. Asamissionary
worker in Tumkur, Karnataka, she dedi cated decades of her lifeto serving
others, bringing hope and compassion to communitiesin need. Through
hospital ministry, shespread thegospel by providing freemedica assstance
to hundreds of poor peoplein and around Tumkur. Her work wasnot just
about spreading the Christian faith-it was about embodyingit. Shedid it
all with unwavering conviction and aheart full of love.

What set Amminiammachi apart, however, wastherare blend of
her deep spirituality and her infectious sense of humor. She had agift for
storytelling, often weaving wit and wisdominto her conversations, making
eventhemost seriouslessonsfed light and accessible. Her laughter was
warm and disarming, areflection of her joyful spirit and her belief that
faith should be a source of joy, not burden. My many memories of her
includelotsof laughter and gigglesand in those moments, the difference
inour ageswas not afactor.

Mary Anchan was also a prolific writer, authoring numerous
Christian booksmainly in Malayalam, but | remember telling her to have
some bookstranglated into English so that |, and therest of my cousins
and our children, could read them and beinspired. Her writings, richin
theological insight and personal anecdotes, reflected her deep
understanding of scripture and her experience asawoman of God. Her
bookswere not just academic-they were heartfelt, practical, and deeply
human.

After the passing of her husband - Charles Anchan and then her
youngest son Raymond Anchan, these stormsof life may have brought
her low but never brought her down, asshebelieved inthe Master of the

Wind.
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Even at the age of 98, Amminiammachi carried herself with aregal
dignity that commanded respect. Shewasyoung at heart, her presence
wassereneyet powerful, her posture upright, her eyesbright with wisdom,
kindness and atwinkle. She was amatriarch in every sense-graceful,
strong, and deeply rooted in her beliefs. To know her wastowitnessalife
lived with purpose, humor, and unshakablefaith.

| alwayslooked forward to hearing her voice, thetimbre and her
girlishlaugh. I will dearly missher, but | havethe hope of seeing her one
day. The One sheloved has called her to Him, saying “Well done, my
child.” Py
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My Mother

Harry S. Anchan
Cagary, Canada

My nameisHarry, the eldest son of Mrs. Mary Anchan. Itismy
privilegeto writeafew words about her.

God gave her avery long life during which shewas determined to
servethe Lord by helping the poor and sick of Tumkur. Thisdesirearose
from her brother being misdiagnosed resulting in hisdeath. Sheaways
had anironwill to achieve her ambitionsand in her case, her will coincided
withthe Lord's. She had aburden for people who were unfortunate and
struggling inlife. And had aheart for serving the Lord. Just asmy father
Charles, wasimmersed in evangelism, shewasinvolved inreaching the
unsaved in adifferent way- medical treatment. And, she demonstrated
this passion through her years of selfless service. Her work was
instrumental in restoring eyesight to 600 peopl e through surgery, but those
wereonly afraction of her patientstreated at RIMH

Not just that, but shewas afrequent contributor to "Vanitha' and
other magazines, aswell asan author who had written morethan adozen
books. Shewasactivein her writing until the Lord called her home. | am
surereaders of Vanithawill miss her writings but | am certain that her
two brotherswill carry on her long legacy.

®
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Ammini Ammamma - My Aunty

Vinod Charles John
Dallas, U.SA.

"Ammini Ammamma (as | called Dad's Sister)
alwaysamazed mewith her constant zeal for theLord's
work and the resultant continual serviceto humanity. If
shewasn't running themedical clinics, shewasbusy with
her prolific and productive writing ministry or recounting the goodness
and faithfulness of God to her family membersand others.

Thepositivity shegenerated was contagious, with her extraordinary
ability to make predicaments and problemsaways surmountablethru the
Word of God and Christ'spower. Regardless of what physical difficulties
shehad in her |ater years, she never magnified them but alwaysbelieved
God would make away thruthem all. It must be noted that overall she
maintained avery active and healthy lifestylefor her age.

I will remember her for so many aspects of her qualities. One
impactful thing most recently isAmmini Ammammasdaily callsto Dad
and how much that meant to him especially after Mom went hometo be
withtheLordin 2018, for the past 7 years.

May weall have her passion for the Lord, Hiskingdom and soul;
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" Person Whom | am Fortunate
to Call my Mother"

Dr. Raymond M. Anchan M.D. Ph.D

Itisthe stepsthat aperson takesin hislifethat would determine
the person’'sfuture. The character and abilities of that person would be
reflecting in those steps. The story of Mary Anchan, my mother, alsois
not different. If you get acquainted with her, you will know that sheisa
person with an unusua persondity. Thereisapossibility of eventhemost
interesting or wonderful stories to remain untold or unknown and be
forgottenin duecourse. At thesametime, likethe powerful under currents
that stir up the mighty oceans, the undercurrent of life's experiences of
some eminent people have changed the history of theworld itself.

Here, itisaperson'slife story that started from ahumble but well-
educated householdinasmall villagein Kerala, in the southernmost part
of India Inthose dayswhen I ndian women weremost reluctant to leave
their homes and go to distant places, she boldly travelled to unknown
territoriesfor thefulfilment of her mission. Even after her marriagewith
evangdist CharlesAnchan, she had travelled anumber of timesto different
parts of the world, either alone or along with her husband. Her
persaverance, determination and forbearance wererevea ed through those
journeys as well as many journeys she made on foot along the snow-
covered and extremely cold streets of central Canadato earnaliving for
thefamily. Her special ability wasin concentrating on theimportant things
of her lifein the noise-ridden world around her and separating them from
the unimportant and unnecessary things of everyday life so asto fulfill
her obligationsto her family, husband and children and abovedl to serve
her Lord and Master to the utmost.

| hopethat by reading her latest book "L ooking Back at the Paths
| have Trodden" you will be ableto understand to some extent thelife so
far of that unusua person called Mary Anchan who isloved and respected
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by meand whom | amfortunateto call my mother. Sheisnot only apath-
finder, entrepreneur, writer, benefactor and possessor of agreat dream,
but also achild of God wholovesthe Lord deeply and servesHim.

My parents have made afirm decision soon after their marriage
for full time gospel work and entered themissionfield with faith. Even
after a period of more than seventy years, they are able to proclaim
whole-heartedly that "Faithful ishethat called you". It isbecause of a
changefor the better that occurred in the outlook of my mother at the
untimely demise of my uncle Raju Thomas John that acentrefor thefree
treatment of the poor namely "Rura IndiaMission Hospital" wasformed
in Tumkur in 1968. Even though it isstill intheform of aclinic where
treatment isfreeto al, it continuesunhindered in Lingapura, one of the
villagesin Tumkur, Karnataka.

It usquiteimpossibleto reveal through an article or book thelife
story of apersonwith al itsramificationsor the changesthat happenedin
thelivesof hundredsof peopleasaresult of the empathetic feelingsof a
woman. Thereforethebook that | mentioned aboveisonly ashort sketchy
description of alifethat has been well-spent in touching the heart and
soul of many and continued to impart happinessto many. Thereisno
placefor laziness or boredom inthe day to day life of my mother asshe
fully utilizesher timewhilestayingin Shanthisadan”, her housein Tumkur.

In caseyou want to know which al Bible versesingpired my mother
inher life, you should have asked her about it. However, | am quitecertain
that the scriptural promise"Faithful ishethat called you, who dsowill do
it" (1 Thess. 5:24) isincluded among them. It ismy sincerewishthat this
narrativewhichisjust aglimpsethrough oneof thewindowsof themansion
of her lifebeablessing to the readers and atestimony to understand the
extent of thelove and faithfulness of the God whom we serve. May the
inval uabl e blessing of the Lord be on each and everyone of you.

( From the "Foreword" written by Raymond Anchan to Mary
Anchan'sbook "L ooking Back At the Paths| Have Trodden").
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Mary Anchan's Hospital Mission Work

April 30.1951
June 1951
June 1953

Sent. 1956
Oct.1966

1969
1974

1974-2019

2020- 2023

2024

July 1,2024.

at Tumkur, Karnataka

TIME CHART

Getting married to Evg. CharlesAnchan.
Start of Missionary work in Mysore city

Moving to Tumkur. Beginning evangelization of
Tumkur

Raju'suntimely death in Tumkur

Mary Anchan's first trip to Canada/ USA 1968.
Opening of RIMM (Rural IndiaMedical Mission)
Clinicat SraGate, Tumkur

Buying plot for hospital at Lingapura

RIMM clinicrenamed RIMH (Rural IndiaMission
Hospital) and movingtoit'sown premises.

First aid and free medical treatment, ambulance
service, traumacare, periodic medical check-up for
pupilsin neighbouring school s, eye surgery campsetc
Temporary closure dueto unavailability of doctorsto
treat covid patients.

Merging of RIMH Trust with Sri Ajith Isaac'sTIM
Trust for the conversion of RIMH hospital into a
palliative care centre.

Demoalition of old buildingsand construction of new
multi-storey building take place

Evg. CharlesAnchan passesaway. Construction goes
on unhindered.
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Oct.9, 2024

Oct. 2025
19 Oct. 2025
25 Oct. 2025

28 Oct. 2025

- Dr. Raymond Anchan (Mary Anchan'syoungest son
who was the 'go between' for the Anchan- Isaac
negotiations passesaway in Boston, USA

- Construction work continuesin full swing.
- Mary Anchan passesaway in Tumkur.

- Mary Anchan's funeral service in the Main
ConferenceHall of theNew building. Burid thereafter
at the Shanthisadan cemetary at the RIMH Campus.

- Inauguration of theNIRAM RIMH PALLIATIVE

CARE CENTRE
Fulfillment of Mary Anchan's
Mission and End of Time chart. °

About Know Your Bible

"There are different approaches to study and teach the
Bible. One way is to use study guides, some of which deal
with the Bible from a historical perspectives, while other guides
dwell on critical discussions of Bible prophecy and doctrine.
Different devotional studies can also be used. Mrs. Mary
Anchan’s book Know Your Bible employs various aspects from
all these different techniques. Thus it is appealing and useful
to a wide variety of Bible students".

M.M. Zachariah
‘Evangelist, Kottayam
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"I have gone through the book with much interest. It is

a useful addition to students of the Bible both children and

adults... The questions in this book encourage the students to

fully participate in Bible study groups. It also helps the per-
son to read the Bible carefully'.

K.C. Cherian

Scripture Union & C.S.S.M. in Kerala
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