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Good News. We will not perish
(John 3:16)

The Gulf war anditseconomicfalout areexacting atoll onfamilies.
Many havelost their jobs, hundredsdying each day, including grandparents,
parentsand children, inthe Middle East. A volatile uncertain future will
shape not only our livesbut also that of our childrenfor yearsto come.
Oneof thelessonslearned from thewar isthat tomorrow isnot promised.
Another lesson is that only God Almighty can save us from this
catastrophe. Solet usconcentrate our attention upon theloving and living
God who is concerned about each and every one of us. When wethink
about God, thevery first thought that comesto many isthefamousverse,
“GodisLove’. Yes, it'struethat Helovesyou and me. He has spared
our liveseveninthemidst of conflictsaround the globe.

Thereisabeautiful verseinthe gospel of John that talks about the
extent of Hislove. Thereference of thisverseisoften seen at sportsand
other public events. Undoubtedly thisisamong the most famousverses
inall of God'sWord, the Bible. That verseisnone other than John 3:16
which reads, “ For God so loved theworld, that he gave hisoneand only
son, that whoever believesin him shall not perish, but have eternd life”.
Thesemost famouswords were spoken by God the Son, who was sent to
thisearth by God the Father because Helovesus. | want to remind you
that the God we serveis 1 being, but 3 persons: God the Son, God the
Father and God the Holy Spirit. Doesthat mean we serve 3 Gods? No,
by no means, our God isone. Thethree personsof thetrinity forma
compositeunity. Each of themisequally God, yet these three distinct
persons make up the entity God. The purpose of God the Father sending
God the Son wasin our best interest. If Hedidn’'t come, as John 3:16,
clearly shows, you and | would’' vedied. That meansthat we would not
only die physically, but also spiritually, which means separated from
God forever. God the Father, sent God, the Son, that we might live

instead of die.
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Thisverseispart of aconversation that Jesus Christ had with a
very prominent man, Nicodemus, who came at night to meet him,
NicodemuswasaPharisee, which meant helived by al thestrict religious
rulesof the Jews. Hewasaman of highmoral character and yet profound
spiritual blindness.Our Lord began the conversation with that which was
familiar, namely birth. Jesusmakesit clear to Nicodemusthat if hewanted
to go to heaven, he had to experience asupernatural spiritual birth from
above. But Nicodemuscould only fathom aphysical birth. Thesituation
isnot any different today. When we talk about being born again, we
often think about our religious heritage, our church membership, religious
ceremoniesand so on. Somewould even go to the extent of claiming new
birth asbeing water baptism. Jesuswas not teaching that the new birth
comesthrough water baptism. Let memakeit clear that no amount of
physical water can cause aspiritual changeinaperson. Let’sgo back to
today’sverse, For God so loved theworld, that he gave hisoneand only
son, that whoever believes on him shall not perish, but have eterndl life.
Herebelieving iswhat savesaperson. What's meant by belief?1t’snot
justintellectually believing that Christ cameto save sinners, that Hewas
crucified, buried and roseagain. Billionshavethat knowledge. However,
tobeievein Chrigtisto put your trustin Him or giveyour lifeover toHim
completely.

Dear friend, the Bibleclearly statesthat all of ushave sinned and
have come short of theglory of God. Thewholeworld hasbeenimpacted
by sin, and every personinit also. Theconsequencesor wagesof sinis
death. The Lord Jesus further tells Nicodemus that whoever does not
believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the
name of God'soneand only Son. If we continuein our unbelief, wesure
will perish. But God sent hissonto diein our placeby taking our sinson
hisshoulders. Jesus, the sinless God the son did not diefor hissins. He
did not diefor the sinsof Jews or Europeans or Americansonly, but for
sinsof thewholeworld so that no one should perish.

Theonly way for usto befreefrom eternal deathisto believein
Jesus Christ. What make the difference between dying and living?
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